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dried up, but the French saw only the outward signs and were filled
with a bitterness which found vent in their administration of the
occupied areas, the employment of black troops, the imposition of
harsh regulations, the refusal to let the Germans send their army
into the " demilitarized " area of the Ruhr, where at one time a
" Red army " said to be 50,000 strong was conducting regular opera-
tions, the foolish but sinister effort to set up a so-called independent,
but in reality French-controlled, State in the Palatinate. All this
widened the breach between France and Germany and sunk deep
into the German mind.
The Governments of Fehrenbach and "Wirth stumbled on in this
sea of trouble, seeking coalitions and combinations to save them
alternately from threats to the left and threats to the right, and making
as their main policy the reduction of reparations which the French
steadily refused.
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Such was the state of Germany when Poincare appeared on the
French scene as Prime Minister in succession to Briand in January, 1922.
Poincare was chosen mainly on the ground that he could be trusted
to take a firm line with both Germans and British. There would be
no more conferences at which innocent French statesmen would be
outwitted by the British wizard and Germans treated with sentimental
indulgence. It had been agreed that Cannes should be followed by
a great economic conference at Genoa at which Germany should be
treated as an equal, and the boycott raised against Soviet Russia.
Poincare was obliged to consent to its being held but he did not
attend, and the worst French suspicions seemed to be justified when
Germans and Russians seized the occasion to make a separate Treaty
of their own at the neighbouring town of Rapallo. Everything that
they had predicted about the danger of bringing these two together and
treating them as equals seemed now to be justified, and the French
saw looming in the future the alliance of the two " Pariah Powers"
which they had feared from the beginning.
The economic experts at Genoa prepared elaborate and valuable
reports, and Lloyd George anticipated the future by suggesting a
general pact of non-aggression. But all foundered either on French
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